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ABOUT THE COVER 
Board Member, Skip Geear saw 
the Eagle Point Railroad post 
card-photo on the _ internet. 
Although we have a photo of the 
depot and the water tower, we do 
not have this detailed photo. We 
purchased the photo for our 
collection. 


Pacific & Eastern Railroad 
Through Eagle Point. 


The depot was built in 1905 
and the photo taken near that 
date. The photo shows the 
scaffolding on the water tower, 
wooden barrels of spikes on the 
depot porch and rails in the 
foreground. 

James Fryer, an Eagle Point 
pioneer of 1853, wrote of the first 
train to Eagle Point in his journal. 
December 6, 1905: “E.P. turned 
out in mass to see the first train 
from Medford on the M.C.L.R.R. 
(Medford to Crater Lake 
Railroad), it fetches the dignetes 
(dignitaries) of the road had sum 
(some) speeches and we all had 
a short ride...” 

In Fryer’s end of the year 1905 
journal, he wrote “..they built a 
R.R. from Medford to E Point but 
did no get it done in time to run 
cars this winter they run out once 
& the dignetes (dignitaries) all 
com (come) out to E.P. the road 
is called the Medford & Crater 
Lake R.R. it runs thru the old race 
& the depot is in the Simon 
field...” 

A shortage of money and 
building problems haunted the 
railroad, but on June 27, 1906, 
the trains started running. James 
Fryer wrote: “Up early took 
flowers and cherries to the train, 
a big turn out, the band was out 
and they give the folks of Eagle 
Point a free ride to Medford and 
back...had a gay time, got home 


at 1/2 past 4.” 

Although the original plan was 
to extend the railroad to Crater 
Lake, more money problems and 
changes in ownership plagued the 
railroad. Local investors held onto 
the railroad and changed the name 
from Medford Crater Lake Railroad 
to Pacific & Eastern Railroad. 

Railroad work toward Butte 
Falls began in 1909. It created a lot 
of activity around Eagle Point. 
Several trestles and short bridges 
had to be built through the back 
country to Butte Falls. 

A trial tun of the P. & E to Butte 
Falls took place on March 11, 
1911. The train went over the 
tracks, stayed the night in Butte 
Falls and came back the next 
morning. Then on April 9, 1911, 
the first excursion train to Butte 
Falls went through. 

New people began moving into 
Eagle Point in 1908, then when the 
railroad changed hands in 1909, 
building and businesses 
increased. Eagle Point was 
incorporated in 1911 and the 
business section moved toward 
the railroad. Fryer’s journal notes 
that by 1911 there were three brick 
Stores (bank, hardware & 
merchandise store), a big hotel 
and saloon (Vogeli’s), lumber yard, 
blacksmith shop (Childreth), a 
confectionery & ice cream & 
billiard hall (Lewis), and several 
other businesses. 

The train had six stops on 
the Medford-Butte Falls line: Davis 
(now Villas Road), Agate (Camp 
White), Eagle Point, Mt. View 
(above Eagle Point), Derby (about 
mid-way between Eagle Point and 
Butte Falls), Edsalls (below Butte 
Falls), and Butte Falls. The old 
maps show the train through Eagle 
Point through the lands of: Dudley 
Polk Mathews, Mary Smith, 
Margaret Wooley, Walter Wood, 
Mary Irwin, and Eli Dahack, Robert 
Minter, Frank Brown, Rube 
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Johnson, Fielden J. Ayres, then 
east through Vestal’s land 
toward Derby. 

The train was originally 
an excursion train and hauled 
supplies. The Pacific & Eastern 
tried various events to keep the 
railroad running. One such idea 
was the forming of the P. & E 
baseball team. They played 
Butte Falls July 30, 1911. They 
advertised, “The Pacific & 
Eastern has been strengthened 
by Southern Pacific players and 
a good game is promised. No 
admission to game.” 

In addition, the P. & E. 
advertised: “The trip to Butte 
Falls is scenic one through the 
mountains and_ affords a 
pleasant day’s outing. Take 
your lunches and enjoy yourself. 
Good fishing in Little Butte. 
Round trip $1.00” 

Just before and during World 
War I, the P. & E. was busy 
shipping supplies. The train 
brought supplies to Butte Falls 
and hauled wood back to 
Medford and as far as San 
Francisco. In November, 1917, 
the Brandon brothers of Snowy 
Butte Mill shipped carload after 


carload of flour and other 
products. The Medford Mail 
Tribune reported: “Brandon 


brothers have received 3,000 
bushes of wheat from Sam's 
Valley and have been running 
the Snowy Butte Mill full 
capacity day and night to fill a 
government contract for 70,000 
barrels of flour.” 

During World War |, the 
Butte Falls Lumber Company 
was logging the big trees with a 
small, steam-powered donkey 
engine and shipping them by 
rail. To haul the big trees over 
the trestles to Medford was 
dangerous work. 

The month of May 1917, was 
the banner period in all history 


for the sale and delivery of new 
automobiles in Oregon. As of that 
date 38,000 automobiles had 
been registered in Oregon. It was 
noted that the motor car 
surpassed the railroad in the 
carrying of passengers. The 
popularity and availability of the 
automobile greatly decreased 
passenger traffic and finances to 
the railroad. 

In 1920, the P. & E was sold to 
James Brownley, who became 
partners with Millard Olds, and an 
industrious timber adventure was 
born. The old passenger train 
became a logging train. However, 
the Brownley-Olds partnership 
was short lived with Olds selling 
his share to Brownley. In 1924, 
James S. Owen _ incorporated, 
(Owen-Oregon), purchased the 
holding of Brownley. Financial 
problems plagued the Owen- 
Oregon Company the next few 
years. Medford Corporation 
(MEDCO) became involved in the 
management and in 1935 took 
over the company. The old Pacific 
Eastern Railway became Medco. 
Medco extended the railroad 
beyond Butte Falls and had many 
miles of railroad spurs into the 
back woods. The main line went 
north to the old Daley place where 
they built the Medco logging pond. 

The logging railroad hauled 
millions of logs over the railway. 
These early years were claimed to 
be the “good old days of logging.” 
Everyone was making money. 
However, in the 1950’s Medco 
began phasing down because of 
the log truck industry. Reloading 
was too costly for the trucks to 
unload at the train and have the 
train take the load. It was easier to 
have the trucks haul the load all 
the way. 

The last train from Butte Falls 
went through Eagle Point in 1962. 
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Top photo: West Main Street. Buildings on right: Eagle Point Bank, 
Ashpole Hardware, Frank Lewis Confectionery & Billiard Hall, Eagle Point 
Lumber Yard. 

On left Salter Hardware, Brown & Son's Merchandise store, Model 
Variety, Jim Vogeli's Hotel, tavern & barber shop. Center Railroad water 
tower. 

Bottom photo: Aerial Eagle Point. Putman Mill & pond) now where the High 
School stands), 


Story by Barbara Hegne. For more information on the P & E read Barbara's book: The Pacific & Eastern Railroad 
Through Eagle Point to Butte Falls, Ore. 1905-1962 


NEWS AROUND THE EAGLE POINT MUSEUM 


UPDATE OF THE WOOD 
HOUSE PROJECT 


The city requirement for the 
Eagle Point Historical Society to 
promise to put in 10 paved 
parking spaces in front of the 
Wood House was the straw that 
broke the camel's back. 

We had our budget severely 
cut this past year so much so 
that we are only open three 
days a week instead of the 
usual five or six. We can neither 
afford paving now nor in the 
future. We are in the Historic 
District of Eagle Point which is 
supposed to keep the look of 
the years 1870 to 1910. 

When the Historical District 
was created in 1976, ordinance 
no. 9-21 Sec. 3.120, was 
passed to include: “BUILDING 
DESIGN: an 1870 to 1910 era 
design in the style of exterior 
construction of buildings, 
fixtures and appurtenances. 

“Sidewalks, streets, street 
lights, signs, fences, utilities, 
fountains, trash receptacles, 
benches and fixtures shall be 
constructed in an 1870 to 1910 
era effect 

“Landscaping and _ fence 
screening shall be constructed 
in a manner to obscure 
automobile parking and solid 
waste disposal areas.” 

The Eagle Point Society has 
always adhered to the special 
rules of the Historic District. 
Now the city wants to change 
the original ordinances creating 
a hardship on the society. 


Our idea of an attractive 
Historic District would be old 
fashion street lights, old 
hitching post, park benches, 
lots of landscaping, winding 
walkways, flowers, bird houses 
etc. 

Our mission statement, in 
part, is the preservation of 
properties relating to Eagle 
Point. We thought bringing the 
old house to Eagle Point and 
placing it by the museum, (a) 
would help save it, (b) it would 
be where we could manage it, 
(c) to save it from being 
demolished and to place it in 
Eagle Point’s Historic District 


would benefit the entire 
community and_ increase 
tourism. 

The city council voted 


unanimous to deny us the right 
to move the house unless we 
signed a paper and promised 
to pave. Since we were only 
leasing the land for ten years 
from Ed Dahack, we could not 
place this burden on him, on 
our future board members or 
the entire historical 
membership. 

Our plans for the old house 
have been altered, but we are 
not giving up on saving it. 
Watch for updates in future 
newsletters. 

We have had a lot of 
interest and support in saving 
the house. We thank everyone 
for their efforts to save it. 


WINNERS 


The auction bid on the 
Wood House oil painting by 
Thelma Ross was $1,000. 
The winner wished to remain 
anonymous and donated the 
painting back to the Eagle 
Point Historical Society & 
Museum for everyone to see. 

Winner of one of the Wood 
house wall hangings quilted 
by the Material Girls of Shady 
Cove, is Kathy Medina. 

Winner of the second wall 
hanging is Jackie Davis. 

Winner of the Toni 
Woolsey “Wood House” print 
(framed in an old barnyard 
style frame, measures 3 feet 
by 29") titled “Gateway to 
Yesterday,” is John Linder. 
We raised $250 on this item. 

Our large 3 1/2 foot life- 
size “Cuddly Doll” now 
belongs to Evylan Statler. 

We thank everyone for 
their participation in this 
project. All the money went 
into our “moving the Wood 
House” project. 

A special thank you to: 


Thelma Ross 

Toni Woolsey 

All the Material Girls 

Opal Hodgen (donated the 
“Cuddly Doll”). 

Lynnea Helgedalen, owner of 
FreeStyle Graphics, for the 
Wood House photo transfers. 
Shelly Tauriainen, 
bookkeeper assistant at Rod 
Erickson’s Accounting, for 
drawing the raffle ticket 
winners. 


Winners: Top left: Kathy Medina, right: 
Peggy & Jackie Davis. 

Bottom left: John Linder, right Evylyn 
Statler. 

Thank you for contributing to our Wood 
House,” project. 


| Our annual Christmas Party 


We had lots of food and good 
times at our annual tree trimming 
and Christmas party Monday 
December 11. If you missed it, 
you missed one of the best 
parties we have ever had. Mark 
you calendar for next year. We 
always have this event the 
second Monday in December. 


Top, L to R: John Niemeyer & Wayne Jackson. Don & Carol 
Reynolds. Thelma Ross & Angela Hegne. 

Row two: Skip & Charlotte Geear. The Millers. Inita Kaiser. 
Row three: Tasha Berger, Lynnea Helgedalen, Virginia 
Cutler. Kurk & Tasha Berger. Walt Helgedalen. 

Bottom: Debbie & Rick Chamberlain 
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Membership: Board Members: Due to extreme 


budgetary cuts, winter 
rae et Doug McKinley, President 2 si ha ayes 
Husband & Wife $12.50 Wayne Jackson Vice-President Thurs, Friday and 
Business $10 Rick Chamberlain, Treasurer Saturday Noon to 4pm. 
Lifetime $250 Lynn Helgedalen, Secretary 
Skip Geear, Board We will, with sufficient 
Gary Afseth, Board notice, open for special 
We are located in the Historic Kurt Berger, Board groups and family 
District of Eagle Point, Oregon, Barbara Hegne, Chief : 
between the Old Antelope sae 9 it gatherings. 
Covered Bridge and the Butte administrative officer Museum 826-4166 
Creek Mill on North Royal. Melva Smith, Staff 
ADMISSION FREE 
Volunteers: 
Virginia Cutler 
Dale Diebold 
Beryl Hickson 


Arlene Hoffman 
Louise Jackson 
Inita Kaiser 
Maryanne Miller 
Caro! Reynolds 
Don Reynolds 
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Eagle Point Historical Society 
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Eagle Point, Oregon 97524 Permit No. 40 
Eagle Point, Or. 97524 


True Historical Stories 


